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ance of martyrs among their number in the
future.

By the end of the second century of the Hijira
the Sufis were a much-respected religious order.
In the following century Quietism had not only
changed to Pantheism, but Pantheism had
kindled a belief that Beloved and lover were
identical. The step was inevitable and at this
juncture it was that Sufiism became essentially
mystical, and it became more mystical as years
advanced. About this time, viz., the beginning
of the third century A.H., we come across two
interesting Sufis who seem to have been the
prime movers in this new development, by name
]Bayazid and Mansur al-Hallaj.

Concerning the saint Bayazid an interesting
story is told in the Fourth Book of the Masnavi.
The saint surprised his disciples one day by
saying: " Lo, I myself am God Almighty,
There is no God beside me; worship me ! "
The disciples, thinking their Master was beside
himself, told him, when the strange ecstasy had
passed, what he had said. Bayazid promptly
replied: " If I do so again straightway slay
me ! " His disciples accordingly sharpened their
knives. Once more Bayazid cried out: " Within
my vesture is naught but God, whether you seek
Him on earth or heaven." The disciples, horror-
struck at his remarks, straightway plunged their
knives into Bayazid's body. But their blades